
 

 
Transmission Business Line (TBL) 

BPAT’S Response to Comments from Clatskanie People’s Utility District 
on BPAT’s Business Practice Revision 1 Draft Posted April 09, 2003 

ENERGY IMBALANCE SERVICE 
Posted:  May 5, 2003 

In an email dated April 18, 2003, Clatskanie People’s Utility District provides the following 
comments on the proposed revision to the Energy Imbalance business practice as posted on the 
TBL business practices website at 
http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/BusPractices/forum/messageview.cfm?catid=9&thre
adid=61. BPAT responses are provided after each point. 

Customer Comment 
As a general comment the Clatskanie People’s Utility District believes BPA has seriously 
misinterpreted FERC Order 888, which was intended to provide open access, to include such 
separation of business lines that power scheduling information submitted to both BPAP and 
BPAT is not reconciled as a routine matter and leading to the development of elaborate, costly, 
and punitive energy imbalance practices. 
 

BPAT Response 
BPAT worked with BPAP's Slice customers and BPAP to accommodate self-supply from a 
virtual resource (share of the Federal System) and agreed to enter into a three-way 
implementation document on September 17, 2001, at a Slice Contract Implementation Group 
(CIG) meeting.  This agreement defines how the data will be exchanged and reconciled by both 
BPAT and BPAP.  
 
The Slice product includes a requirement for daily tracking of the Energy Imbalance from its 
Slice Output between the Slice Customer and BPAP.  Since BPAP does not have access to the 
Slice customers’ scheduled or actual load, it must rely on BPAT to provide the actual billing 
information in order to increase or decrease the Slice customers’ pondage account on a daily 
basis to reflect actual energy usage.   

Customer Comment - Section I.D. 
The use of the term Load Forecast is non standard as to industry use, confusing and redundant 
throughout this section and should be struck from the brackets in subsection 1. and the last clause 
of subsection 3. 

BPAT Response 
Although BPAT did not request customer comments on this section, it will consider your 
recommendation in future revisions to this business practice.   

http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/BusPractices/forum/messageview.cfm?catid=9&threadid=61
http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/BusPractices/forum/messageview.cfm?catid=9&threadid=61


Customer Comment - Section I.G.  
This section enumerates some examples of what BPA will consider intentional deviations.  In as 
much as this is driven by the assumption that customers will intentionally game the system and 
the assumption that BPA can divine the intention of a third party the enumerated examples 
should be struck or indicated as examples of activity that will be examined and discussed with 
the customer.  It may well be that a utility could be positive at the same hour for three days 
without intention especially during morning or evening ramps with weather that diverges from 
forecast.  72 hours of positive or negative imbalance is also possible in that a major industrial 
load could go off line and be trying to return load but failing to do so. 

BPAT Response 
BPAT did not request customer comments on this section.  

Customer Comment - Section II.A.3  
This section or others needs to set forth the principle that self supply of Energy Imbalance from 
the Slice product does not requires any transmission services. 

BPAT Response 
BPAT did not request customer comments on this section, however, the service of Energy 
Imbalance does not excuse the customer from reserving adequate transmission capacity to meet 
its load requirement.  

Customer Comment - Section II.B.1.a. 
The phrase reasonably good scheduling practice is imprecise and serve to diminish the statement.  
Scheduling practices can be either reasonable or they can be good but to seek toward a goal of 
reasonably good practices is not appropriate.  

BPAT Response 
BPAT did not request customer comments on this section, however, BPAT believes it is 
appropriate to expect reasonably good scheduling practices from its customers. 

Customer Comment - Section II.B.3.c 
An overarching general comment that pertains to all BPA business practices and specifically 
pertaining to Section II. B. 3. entitled “Notification of Strikes and Termination of self-supply 
rights” subsection c of the Energy Imbalance Service business practice.  BPA lacks authority to 
modify contract rights or terms of approved tariffs through adoption of business practices.  In 
this regard termination of the right to self-supply energy imbalance is not an acceptable nor 
enforceable remedy for failure to act in accordance with the terms  agreed to that control self-
supply of energy imbalance.  If BPA is damaged and such damage can be verified appropriate 
liquidated damages are the appropriate and correct remedy for failure to perform.   
 
The proposed termination of the right to self-supply energy imbalance implies that BPA seeks to 
regulate its customers rather than foster health bilateral business relationships.  While BPA 
wishes to regulate its customers businesses they lack the basis and mandate to do so.  

TBL response to Clatskanie comments on Energy Imbalance, Revision 1 business practice page 2 of 3 



TBL response to Clatskanie comments on Energy Imbalance, Revision 1 business practice page 3 of 3 

BPAT Response 
Section 4 of the FY 2002-2003 Transmission Rates and Transmission Terms and Conditions 
Settlement Agreement, dated June 20, 2000, requires BPAT to develop business practices to 
implement the OATT, and specifically addressed a business practice for the Self Supply of 
Energy Imbalance. 
 
The purpose of Energy Imbalance is to encourage Transmission Customers to schedule 
accurately as well as ensure that the Control Area maintains load-resource balance.  BPAT has 
the responsibility to ensure system reliability.  If entities with load or generation in the BPA 
Control Area do not schedule accurately and reliably, the Control Area incurs extra costs to 
maintain reserves available to meet the scheduling error.  If a customer demonstrates an 
inability to schedule accurately pursuant to the criteria for Self-Supply of Energy Imbalance 
Services business practice causing an imbalance to the Federal System, BPAT reserves the right 
to terminate self-provisions of Energy Imbalance Services  
 

Customer Comments - Section III.B. 
In as much as this arrangement of third party supply of energy imbalance from the Slice product 
is not currently available the entire concept of termination of the right to self-supply not only 
lacks a basis in authority but also serves to unduly advantage BPAP as the default provider. 
 

BPAT Response 
All Transmission Customers have the right to self-supply Energy Imbalance from its own 
resource or to acquire services from a third-party provider.  In the case of Slice customers, they 
may use their Slice Output.  These rights have no effect on the BPAP as a default provider 
because the customer has other options besides using their Slice Output.   
 

Customer Comment 
Since BPAT has posted the proposed business practice on its web site but there is no allowance 
for comments via that platform I am submitting these by email. 

BPAT Response 
Your comments will be posted on the web site.  
 
Thank you for your comments.  BPAT looks forward to working with you to continue improving 
this service. 
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